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             Betty (Sheffield) Cook

Betty was born in Allentown, Florida, and moved when she was 4 or 5 years old with her parents and brother to a point west of Milton.  There they owned a service station that was locally referred to as the "half-way house," because it was half-way between Pace and Milton.  The buses from Milton and Pace ended their route at their location.  With their living quarters in the back, food was prepared by a short-order cook and served to the public; they also sold ice cream and sodas; and they had a huge fireplace. 

Her Mom worked civil service full-time at the Naval Air Station Pensacola's Warehouse.  Betty's duties after school included washing clothes and starting supper.  When she was in the 5th grade, her parents sold that establishment and moved east on Highway 90.  Betty graduated from the Milton High School (then on Canal Street) in 1950.  Following graduation, she went to work as a typist at Whiting Field until 1953.  Later, Betty worked for Chemstrand/Monsanto also as a typist for about three years. Then in 1968, she began working as a teacher's assistant at the Primary/Pace Elementary School (Dixon Primary), retiring in 1995 after 27 years. 

She met her husband-to-be through her aunt, who knew Dolly Cook, L.L.'s mom in Chumuckla.  Because there were no telephones at the time, Dolly Cook asked Betty on behalf of L.L. for their first date! They met, along with her brother, at a picnic and from there the three of them went to the movies.  Still in high school, she and L.L. went together for four years before marrying in 1951.  L.L. then went to work at St. Regis Paper Company before joining the U.S. Air Force for two years.  In 1953, he began working for Air Products as a warehouse supervisor until he passed away from lung cancer in November 1981, a month and one-half short of being married 30 years.  Betty added that L.L. was a strong force in getting the current Pace High School built. 

They started going to our Church (the old church prior to it being torn down) before moving here; and she believes that Rev. Edward "Ed" Cotton was the pastor at that time. The building, she said, was referred to as "The Barn," because hay was stored in the back.  Schofner Hall was built as an addition to the now old sanctuary, and Tally Schofner made the steeple.  Attendance, she thought, was probably about 25-30, and it was mostly families.  Joining our Church in 1957 with L.L., Betty is now the longest attending member.

Since no one played the piano when they joined, Betty started taking piano lessons.  She and the pastor would pick out a song, and she would practice all week so she could play it the next Sunday.  Betty eventually included the organ, and played for our Church services for 35 years.  She also did the Church bulletins; was President of the United Methodist Women's Group for several years, and was involved in the annual Church Bazaars.

Her free time now is spent making baby quilts and selling them on eBay (she's sold over 300 already!); cooking; crocheting; doing alterations for others; and visiting with special friends from her youth. And she enjoys her family which now consists of three children, seven grandchildren, and five great grandchildren.

Betty's advice to younger people is, "Get a good education."
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